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Methods - Confounding Variables

Child Background Factors:
— Child’s sex
— Child’s race
— Birth weight
— Multiplicity

Maternal Background Factors:
— Maternal age
— Maternal education
— Parity
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Table 2: Characteristics of Cases and Controls Both for Total Sample and Birth Certificate Sample

Total Sample Birth Certificate Sample

Variable Category Controls Cases Controls Cases
N Percent N Percent N Percent N Percent
Age in 1996 3-5yrs 623 34% 214 34% 376 37% 127 36%
6-10yrs 1201 66% 410 66% 644 63% 228 64%
Sex Male 1462 80% 500 80% 809 79% 282 79%
Female 362 20% 124 20% 211 21% 73 21%
" Race White 918  50% 333 53% 571 56% 199 56%
Black 636 35% 230 37% 384 38% 137 39%
Other 174 10% 40 6% 65 6% 19 5%
Missing %6 5% 21 3% 0 0% 0 0%
Maternal Age <20yrs 95 9% 15 4%
| 20-34yrs 803  79% 280  79%
35+ yrs 122 12% 60 17%
Maternal Educ <=12yrs 466 46% 135 38%
13-15yrs 253 25% 100 28%
16+ yrs 301 30% 120 34%
Birth Weight 0 - 1499 gms 11 1% 12 3%
1500 - 2499 gms - 52 5% 37 10%
2500 + gms 957 94% 306  86%
Multiplicity Singleton 990 97% 329 93%
Twin + 30 3% 26 7%
Parity 1st Born 452 44% 149 42%
2nd or Higher 560 55% 204 57%
Missing 8 1% 2 1%
Total 1824  100% 624 100% 1020 100% 355  100%

* All subjects reported in this table either received an MMR vaccine or had a DTP vaccine by the age of 2
** All cases are confirmed cases
*** Tha birth certificate sample presented in this table is the unmatched sample.
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